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therefore be no moral consciousness, no choice between right
and wiong, no ascription of merit, no shame at guilt. As
the individual mind could be the scene of no competition
between co-present springs of action, the conditions of Will
would be absent; and life, whatever might be its component
ideas and emotions, would be an automatic flow of involun-
tary phenomena.

But if, here and there, an individual appeared in whom
the two scales were not coincident, and at times the in-
ferior spring prevailed, the contrast between the usual order
and this exceptional fact would disagreeably stnke all ob-
servers, and compel them to feel that, in such instances,
there was something wrong in his proceeding as compared
with theirs; and, for the first time, the Tightness of what
they did, as distinguished from its coming uppermost by
nature, would dawn upon them. The deviation from coin-
cidence between the two qualities, still foreign to their own
experience, they would learn by witnessing it in another.
The previously latent moral attribute would now become
patent, and henceforward enter as a conscious partner into
the motive; and the more often this occurred, in the face
of the opposite phenomenon in others, the more distinctly
would this newly discovered element disengage itself to
view, and add itself on as a reinforcement to the natural
energy of the operative spring. This is the only way in
which it is conceivable that sinless natures should become
capable of moral consciousness and awake to the influence
of right as such: they must be placed m a world where they
encounter beings out of tune with themselves: except upon
a scene of inward conflict, the phenomena of conscience do
not come to the birth. Nor could they ever enter largely, as
energetic facts into the structure of character, in such a
world as we have supposed, part angels and part men; for
it is in the personal experience of strife between the natural
power of one impulse and the moral appeal of another,
that the meaning of temptation* of will, of duty, of Tightness,
are fully realised; and he who merely watches it in another